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Rally of Coimbatore : drivers

ready to set the stages on fire

After a good round of testing on the tricky terrains
in Coimbatore and Kethanur, the drivers are now
ready for the Rally of Coimbatore, the third round
of the Blueband FMSCI Indian National Rally
Championship (INRC) here on Saturday. The
participants were quite pleased with the
Coimbatore stage. “It's smooth and fast flowing
compared to last year. Thanks to the overnight
rains,” said the experienced Musa Sherif, who will
read the pace notes for INRC driver Karna Kadur.
“It can be anybody’s game but I expect the second
day at Kethanur to be tough as there are some
rough sections,” he added.
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Blazing drive: Aditya and co-driver Virender of Chettinad Sporting

in action on Saturday. S. SIVA SARAVANAN

Aditya leads the
pack on day one

RALLY OF COIMBATORE

Sports Bureau
COIMBATORE

Aditya Thakur (co-driver
Virender Kashyap) si-
lenced the big guns with
his stunning drive to
emerge the overall leader
after six stages in the Rally
of Coimbatore, the third
round of the Blueband-
FMSCI Indian National Ral-
ly Championship for four
wheelers, on Saturday.

WRC driver Gaurav Gill
(Aniruddh ~ Rangnekar),
who is going through a
lean patch, came out all
guns blazing in the first
stage.

Thereafter, it was Team
Chettinad Sporting’s Adi-
tya all the way. Aditya had
spent most of his time in
Coimbatore. “I know the
place and the surface, and
we set up our car accord-
ingly,” he said. He credited
the lead to Virender. “He

has been rallying since I
was a young boy. INRC is
like breakfast for him. He is
spot on and I kept follow-
ing his notes.”

Sunday’s Kethanur stag-
es are going to be a tough.
“It’s my favourite as well.
There are no long stages
and also, I will be the first
car out,” added Aditya,
who finished on top in his
category, the INRC2.

INRC driver Amittrajit
Ghosh (co-driver Ashwin
Naik) finished behind Adi-
tya. “I don’t know how, as
we lacked the power. The
turbo was gone right from
stage one. Our top speed
was just 100kmph.

“l was just driving
through and, obviously,
pleased to have finished se-
cond,” he said Amittrajit.
The results (provisional, day
one): Overall: 1. Aditya Thakur /
Virender Kashyap (Chettinad
Sporting) 01:25:11.200; 2.
Amittrajit Ghosh / Ashwin Naik
(Arka Motorsports) 01:26:28.200;
3. Karna Kadur / Musa Sherif
(Arka Motorsports) 01:26:36.700.
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No stopping Aditya in
Rally of Coimbatore

MOTORSPORTS

Sports Bureau
COIMBATORE

Aditya Thakur and his co-
driver Virender Kashyap
kept it simple on the two
stages to seal the overall tit-
le in the Rally of Coimba-
tore, the third round of the
Blueband — FMSCI Indian
National Rally Champion-
ship (INRC) for four wheel-
ers, at the Kethanur wind-
mill farms, near Palladam,
on Sunday.

The INRC2 driver, repre-
senting Team Chettinad
Sporting, was quite gentle
on the car. Gaurav Gill (co-
driver Aniruddh Rangne-
kar) and INRC2 driver
Harkrishan Wadia (Kunal
Kashyap) clocked the fas-
test for the day. However, it
did not matter much for
Aditya, as he had enough
lead in his bag.

On playing it safe on the
road, Aditya said he could
have gone rough on the
road to prove his tough-
ness. “Over the years, I
learnt that rallying is an
art. You need to under-

&

Well done: Team Chettinad Sporting’s Aditya Thakur, left, and

co-driver Virender Kashyap after the overall win. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

stand how to save the car
and the tyres, its pressure
and compound to be used
on these kind of stages. It's
not about going flat out but
being calculative.”

He thanked MRF for the
tyres, SIDVIN, his team
and co-driver for the sup-
port. “Kashyap was spot
on for the second day on
trot,” he said.

But Aditya did not wish
to celebrate the victory fol-
lowing the death of his
teammate, INRC3 driver
K.V. Premlal, the other day.

Canemeuuiley gjemmenioufled memL_GlLmH L Cuistor_

Karna Kadur (Musa She-
rif) and  Harkrishnan
staged a strong fightback to
finish second and third in
the overall class.

The results: INRC overall: 1.
Aditya Thakur & Virender
Kashyap, 2. Karna Kadur & Musa
Sherif, 3. Harkrishan Wadia &
Kunal Kashyap.

INRC2: 1. Thakur & Virender, 2.
Wadia & Kunal, 3. Phillipos
Matthai & Murthy PVS.

INRC3: 1. Jeet Jhabakh & V.
Sekar, 2. Sheshank Jamwal &
Aseem Sharma, 3. Chandan
Gowda & Venu Rameshkumar.

610 L1611, 61610.8.23. @Hw Colw Grell embiTwes afis 2024 -Qeit
e &HDILCUT_i1qued Cleunnd QubHD SSwin Hrgi,
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Aditya Thakur wins INRC Overall and INRC1

Coimbatore: It was an amazing day for Chet- |
 tinad Sporting Team's Aditya Thakur as he !

' bagged both the INRC Overall and the INRC
- 2 titles in Sunday at the end of Rally of Coim-
- batore - the Round 3 of BlueBand FMSCI Indi-
- an National Rally Championship 2024.

' The stages scheduled for Day 2 of Rally of |
. Coimbatore were held at Kethanur near Ketha- |
: nur 4 Corner Junction. The organizers released
' the provisional results of Day 2. They are as fol- !

" lows:- INRC Overall

Winner - Aditya Thakur and Vircndcrz

Kashyap

Kashyap. INRC 2
| Kashyap

Kashyap

Runner Up 2 - Phillipos Matthai and Murthy

' PVS. INRC 3
Winner - Jeet Jhabakh and V.Sekar

Runner Up 1- Sheshank Jamwal and Aseem

- Sharma

Runner Up 2 - Chandan Gowda and Venu%

! Rameshkumar. JINRC
. Winner - Abhin Rai and Moideen Jasheer
. Runner Up 1- Ajay Sankar and Vybhav
: Mukund Rao
Runner Up 2 - Aditya Koushik and Deeksha
. Balakrishna. INRC - Women
Winner - Harshitha Raj Gowda and Pramod
* Raman. Classic
Winner - Aneeshnath and Aneesh Amitha
Runner Up 1 - Brian Michael and Prakash
Runner Up 2 - Praveen Dwarakanath and
- Kariyappa. Gypsy
. Winner - Baljinder Singh Dhillon and
. Goutham

Runner Up 1 - Kavan Kariappa and Gaurav |

. Aiyappa
i Runner Up 2 - Sanjay Agarwal and Dheeraj
' Manae. Round 4 will be held in Hyderabad be-

' tween October 18th and 20th, Round 5 in Ko- | -

- dagu from November 22nd to 24th and Round
: 6 in Bengaluru during December.

Runner Up 1 - Karna Kadur and Musa Sherif
Runner Up 2 - Harkrishan Wadia and Kunal |

Winner - Aditya Thakur and Virenderf

Runner Up 1 - Harkrishan Wadia and Kunal

- ~ ol .

e
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BLUEBAND SPORTS
RALLY OF COIMBATORE

BluBa;(f FMSCI Indian National
Rally Championship 2024

COIMBATORE

It was an amazing day for
Chettinad Sporting Team's Aditya
Thakur as he bagged both the INRC
Overall and the INRC 2 titles in
Sunday at the end of Rally of
Coimbatore - the Round 3 of
BlueBand FMSCI Indian National
Rally Championship 2024.

The stages scheduled for Day
2 of Rally of Coimbatore were held
at Kethanur near Kethanur 4 Cor-
ner Junction The organizers re-
leased the provisional results of
Day 2. They are as follows:-

INRC Overall

Winner - Aditya Thakur and
Virender Kashyap

Runner Up 1 - Karna Kadur and
Musa Sherif

Runner Up 2 - Harkrishan
Wadia and Kunal Kashyap.

INRC 2

Winner - Aditya Thakur and
Virender Kashyap

Runner Up 1 - Harkrishan
Wadia and Kunal Kashyap

Runner Up 2 - Phillipos
Matthai and Murthy PVS.
INRC 3

Winner - Jeet Jhabakh and
V.Sekar
Runner Up 1- Sheshank

Jamwal and Aseem Sharma

Runner Up 2 - Chandan Gowda
and Venu Rameshkumar.

JINRC

Winner - Abhin Rai and
Moideen Jasheer

Runner Up 1- Ajay Sankar and
Vybhav Mukund Rao

Runner Up 2 - Aditya Koushik
and Deeksha Balakrishna.

INRC - Women

Winner - Harshitha Raj Gowda
and Pramod Raman.

Classic

Winner - Aneeshnath and
Aneesh Amitha

Runner Up 1 - Brian Michael
and Prakash

Runner Up 2 - Praveen
Dwarakanath and Kariyappa.

Gypsy

Winner - Baljinder Singh
Dhillon and Goutham

Runner Up 1 - Kavan Kariappa
and Gaurav Aiyappa

Runner Up 2 - Sanjay Agarwal
and Dheeraj Manae.

Round 4 will be held in
Hyderabad between October 18th
and 20th, Round 5 in Kodagu from
November 22nd to 24th and
Round 6 in Bengaluru during
December.
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Condolences to Dr. Premlal KV
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Coimbatore, the third
round of the Blueband-
FMSCI Indian National Ral-
ly Championship (INRC)
for four wheelers, follow-
ing the death of INRC3
driver K.V. Premlal. The 47- Ophwand) e’ B LowskiSuysren.
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Doctor Dies of Cardiac Arrest During
Coimbatore Car Rally

Dr. Premlal, a neurologist from Kerala, suffered a fatal cardiac arrest

during the Blue Band Car Rally Championship in Coimbatore on July

27.The incident occurred during a service break in the third round of
the national-level competition.
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